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BANNER OF THE CROSS 

STILL WET WITH BLOOD 

PRIESTHOOD CAN TOLERATE NO CHANGE, AND MUST 
BE BURIED IN VAST CEMETERY OF THE PAST. 

TO ESTIMATE THE BLOOD 
ID TEARS IT HAS SPILLED NO 
TONCUE CAN DESCRIBE HE 
RUIN IT HAS WROUGHT 



ADDRESS DELIVERED BEFORE BUCKEVE 

SECULAR UNION AT MARIETTA, OHIO. 




(BY DR. T. J. 

MR. PRESIDENT.— 

It should be the aim, tne purpose 
the ambition of every human being to 
add something sub«tantlal to t.e com 
mon slock of knowledge and happi 

The sky bends In beauty over the 
heads of all, and the earth contain? 
on Us surface and within Its boson) 
everything that is needed for the com- 
fort and the happiness cf man; but 
notwithstanding hjs earthly home is 
full of the means cf happiness bis ptl 
grimace upon t .e earth has ever been 
painful and toilsome, turbulent and 
aoi rowful. 

The birds of the air, ana the fish In 
the sea live natural, Joyous ami happj 
lives, and If man cwild have escaped 
the awful curse of an organized priest 
hood, all tie nations on the gloho 
would now be filled with happy men. 
happy »» men and happy children, and 
■ golden cestua of clasped hanrir. 

-t:^|i|B^twillb3 tomorrow when 

cemetery called the past, and their 
memory shrouded in (.bllvlon. 

Man can welg/i the earth on which 
we live— f> retell with exactness the 
coming of eclipses, and compute with 
accuracy the distance to the sun. mcon 
and stars, but all the mathematicians 
In Le world can not estimate the 
ocean of tears and blood that the 
priesthced haa WTung from the un ' 
numbered millions ot the human race 
There is no tongue nor pen that can 
embody in speech the ruin It 1 aa 
wro'ight, the countries It haa wrecked, 
and the lives it haa blasted. 

A simple enumeration of the crimes 
committed by the priesthced against 
i.unranity. wculd fill a volume a thou- 
sand times larger than the bock of 
filth and fables from which they de- 
rive their authority to rule and enslave 



'I'l'"" '' 1 1 '•' . Imprisoned philoso- 
phic s, d. 1 auched women, tortured the' 
helpless, slau hiered tne Inuccent, and 
drencetf the eurtu with human blood., 
an.l to-day the priest ridden nations of 
the earth stand ready with piurdcroug 
weapons to beat back the army of 
prepress, extinguish the torca of rea- 
son, and r. mand the whole human 
family inUi life dark night and 
slavery of the middle ages."- 

In the fan- of. all this unspeakably 
infamous history the priesthood still 
has t .e tin blushing audacity to claim 
that It in a mild, peaceful and bene- 
Ccient institution. 

It is true tbejf the rack and wheel, 
t -e leaden ball* and' the barbed hooks, 
the knout and the vise, the stake and 
the fasui have been reluctantly laid 
aside under U.e eighty pressure of the 
Voltaire* and the Ingeraolls but there 



WOMAN 

TAKES UPTHE WORK 

Redeeming Herself From th. 
ivery of Superstition and Igno- 
rance and Issues An An- 
nouncement of Their New 
P.an. 



U down I — — - mm 

. ur glorious tiag of freedom. 

They love the bloody banner of thel 
cross L..al has been wet wlia . . M 
blood for moie than lifteen nundreil 
years; they hate the tri colored ilaa-j, 

I t cur republic; they hate it beca 

II stands for liberty; Uity hat. 11 b«J 
cause It is a menace to ever) pi lest Cf 
in the world; they hate It because It , 
Is the only flag on eatth IBM alvorc* 
religion and government; the] ■ 1 
lecause it was placed In the sky oy 
three or the meat Illustrious Rational- 

lata t at ever lived .» u, — I. 3THONG pLEA MAD£ 
I'alue. Jefferson and Franklin. 

I t ha..: 1. because It has , x.,a« BV ™ E QO^.LLERS. 

ed the toeth of the orthodox tiger aiic 
removed the fangs of the orthodox 
ee.ptnt; they bate this glorious gov- 
erment because Its matchless constitu- 
tion Inspired by Rationalists gives to 
every man and every woman the rlghi 
to worship or not to worship according 
to the dictates of t&eJr own conscience, 
L.ey bate It because it has abolished 
the Instruments of priestly torture; 
they hate it because It roba them of 
power and will in time compel them 
t<> earn an honest livelihood. 

Whoever persuades himself to be- 
lieve that orthodox priests will ever 
become reconciled to a tree govern 
ment like ours has read hlsto-y with 
no profit. Tor by an Irreversible and 
tinrepealable law an orih« dcx prteat 
la precisely tie same to-day that be 
was in the days of Constan'lne; pre- 
cisely the same to-day t. at he was in 
the days of St. Cyril, the Alexandrian 
bishop, who kllleu with stones and 
when Servetus was burned to deatn 
over a slow Ore by the Infamous John 
Calvin, the founder of the Presbyte- 
rian church. 

lie is precisely the same as he was 
In the days of tie Immortal Bruno 
whose body was burned to ashes for 
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With flendlah atrocity and mBllgnlty 
nearly all of the great men and noble 
women as fast as they appeared in the 
world have been put to death, and 
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Every nalicn 
cursed by this hideous mon 
all of Europe converted Into 
rung Golgotha of blcod. 

The whole history of the prl s'h.od 
from Constantlne the monster end 
John Calvin the murderer down to this 
moment, I* blood curdling ami full of 
unapeakable acrrow and agony fi r the 
whole human ('.rally. 

The worst tyranny that has ever op- 
pressed t; e toiling men and women of 
this earth ,waa perpetrated by lb- 
priesthood In the name of the Chris- 
l.an God. 

•Five millions lost their Uvea in the 
crusades, one million of your fellow 
men were murdered by the priesthood 
In their war against the Arlan hereto- 
fore; one million in the man hunt 
against the Alblgenses, Huguenots, | 
Waldenaea and the Netherland Insur- 
gents: three million of your fellow 
men were murdered by Ue holy Inqul ! 
iition: nine million were put to death 
for witchcraft; twelve million natives 
of the new world were slaughtered 
through the fiendish fanaticism and 
helllah tate of the pious priesthood, 
who wielded the sword of Christ. 

"The Joyoua festival of the pagans 
who celebrated the twenly-flft.li day of 
December aa the return of the sun. 
or birth of the new year has been 
stolen by the priesthood, perver'ed 
aad prcatll tiled aa the birthday of cne 



Mted from 
'Wiethe priesthood 
r 1 ..any ages over 
•K-ii rC that the spirit of 
assassination aa become hereditary 
to them, and hey are now engage! in 
assassinating ihe reputation and hap- 
piness of all & od men and of all good 
we men who n fuae to subscribe to 
their senseles:- creeds. 

They diuim.ee moral men and mor- 
al women who deny the divinity cf 
their religion, and constantly seek to 
place them 1 nder a social ban and 
close all av.nues kgalnst t-eir ad- 
vancement an J preferment. 

They pack political conventions for 
Ihe purpose f nomluatlug hypocrites 
to (111 the 1. nice* of the state and ra- 
tion; they con. bine aga.nst the eraplcy- 
■W of scIh ol te;:c. era, and against 
all aspirants for place and position 
who are imbued with the eacred love 
of rationalism. 

In every neighborhood, hamlet, 
lage and c-iiy In cbrUteaaoni this 
method of torture is constantly prac 
tlcetl to-day by the priestkood, and 



and sorrow, hat is worse than death 
by fire sad »», rd, worse than deaih 
by siake and fagot. 

Lining all this midnight darkness 
t at hung 11. e a funeral pall over this 
beautiful earth for fifteen hundred 
years, great souls, grand men and no- 
ble women have arisen and sacrificed 
h. Ir Hrea iu heroic struggles to rid 
the wl rid of this hldeoua and heart- 
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tries Into deserts, retarded learning. 



ves Ihe wh. I© human 
Inlte debt cf gratitude to the lm- 
fial Th,.ai*s Paine, and his Ulwtrl 
* co!. peer, Thomas Jefferson, 
'revlous 10 their day hope and hap 
it-s gad lb tl from the earth; pre 
us to Lbelf day tae whole world was 
chains'; previous to thtlr day the 
nstroVs Jehovah and the heartless 
eat cxil had their fiendish grip on 
i throat of humanity; poverty anil 
;h, filth and vermin, war, pestilence, 
famine, tears and sorrow were the 
c mmon heritage of the while human 

Li this midnight ilarknesB that hung 
like a fune a! pill over all the earth 
they plnoed a star of hope In the sky. 
and gave to the world a government 
f the people, by t. e people, and for 



'he pec tie. 

T Is rfarvelc us v 
H i-. 11 . Ions . f the 



victory for the toll- 
the earth, won by 
and Jefferson, over the priests 
cf ChrlHtentloni. left the smouldering 
fties 1 f hate and revenge In thoit 
hearts, and f v r a hundred years they 
have been plotting and organizing 
thtlr Urces to destrcy the republic of 



ytaJajljaVjkiloi priest , .1 rjij 
mil he cannot chance with, ut ceasingT^" 

to be a priest, any more than the/ 

Et loplau can change his skin cr 

leopard . is spcts. 

'Ihe orthodox priest longs and pi 
and pl^ts and conspires for the estab- 
lishment of the kingdom of Jehovan 
■ pen earih, officered from constable 
up to president by pricata and pre- 
lates, and I shudder when I reflect 
that the twentieth century has dawn- 
ed upon the human race still bound 
In 'he fetters forged by a h:artless 
prii 'thcod. 

T.Vre lives now upon t..e face cf 
.he ear n sixteen hundred millions • I 
human beings and out of this wfctolt 
vast and inconceivable total, only 
eighty millions enjoy the blessing cf 
liberty, leaving more than ninety per 
cent of the human family still groin 
lug under the cruel and galling jroks 
of prle-stly t>ranny. 

in Russia alone, with its SRerlan 
hell, there live one hundred millioas 
of men, women and children who have 
no solace, no comfort, n» liberty, nt 
consolatkn except t. at w iob afrtnea 
from the hope of death; the priests 
LWn every thing animate and Inatil- 
r.ato. the bodies and the souls of (B< 10 

In the beautiful and historic land ct 
Spain, blessed by nature above all 
countries cf the earth, and once the 
happy home cf a magnl:'.cttit Moorish 
civilization, there lives ih-rty million.' 
of human beings cursed wiii t .1 
bllgU of the priesthood ami the mil 
dew of the Inquisition, wla se darl 
shadows blot cut every star of hupi 
and All the land with sorr. w 
desolation. 

In the Occident and In the ode 
Ntrth and In South America ihe priest 
cod still haa Its bloody hands 
the whi .e throat of t_ e g> ddess cf lib 
erty; every where Except In the lam 
of Columbia and In the country 
Washington; every where except 
the United 8tate» of America, wh 
Ik It's within Its bread demnln 1 1^1 
millions of people. 



Life Secretary Schrenberg, of the 
Ionian's International Study Club 
iheadquartersj has to report several 
.i.t.sl Interesting lettwrs from men; no 
•voinen. In all of t..ese there seems to 
paramount a desire to make liberal 
ism a missionary work; i. e., liberals 
make an all Inclusive showing of the 
lallacles of the orthodox foundation of 
morality, and lay It In the path of 
'"" ti l>e pie. Among the beat of 
ie.se suggestions are some from W. F. 
iBtiscn, of Michigan, and Mr. Sutton, 
f New York, but the brothers do not 
e t. at until women see a better 
tndation for morality, that shall pre- 
nt the secret promiscuity among 
un* and old, and the easy sale of 
man s virtue, that their devotion 
. e priest and minister will continue 
t express as now, in $500 per minute 
rmons against the honest but mis- 
i. ided efforts of the liberal brothers. 
Again,' the brothers have not stuck 

I the point. We wanted to kill god. 
1>. cause he was the author of woman's 
0 natural position In human society, 
f. r disfranchisement, disinheritance 

II I degradati. n, all founded on decep- 
;i : (also by god) as regards creation 
61 lunun beings which makes of her 
■t fely a dui.it>, non-representatlve. 
in nraelating, uon reasoning incubator 
J "lanes and soldiers. So, with kind 
LfV'n.latUn cf The Blade, we will try 
J«alm We suiinit an announcement 

h waWlrWi all reade- 
LiaavASa*^. 



each happens to know, 
y our hanu at manufao- 
rfng Hatlonalists out of - 'bellev- 
Everyihlng must grow if It 
at all, by me, expression, not by 
ig. Church women will never 
till they begin actual class work 
C'lencB and are led to express, by 
g a grander way of living than 
resent way, as well as how to get 
operation. 

have the met-ods. we have the 
we have the courage to handle 
ee of the iactora 1 which the 
rs have nU) and, we have also 
•- h ■ 1; - . such a complete un- 
ding of the reason why woman 
» silly tool of the priest and intn 
I that a, e Is, that we have an un- 
£d love for all women which Is, 
lore than tbe brothers 
1 kn^w what made the 
fool and we know how 
ave ner folly. The 
1, Instead of helping 



their 



quer the priesthood, wit 1 the 
i Head and with the Inst'nc 
liberty antind the glote, and 
the earth with tears and bleed. 

We are the only po. pie in all thjp 
world that have resoued the gcdrlesa 
wild beast the priealhicd have hunleij 
of liberty from the fiendish clutch cjf 
t. elr bloodstained lands, and for this 
Infinite blessing let the wh. le «i I I 
rejoice and give thanks to that 111mb-| 
trlcus and Immortal trinity of farther , 
di-ltiea Paine, Jeffers. n and Ki 

(Continued on Page Feun 



\law, we ask ti.em to ac- 
science, tha..ks for good intern 
forgive us for plain speaking 
> lis we ask them; send our an 
ameut to the brightest church 
1 with large desire to Improve 
1 II ditto aa* let us try our ham 
Jcrcatlon" of sclentlfle free think 
cm dupes to tte; jrstltion. 

wnut real work doing and wo- 
tjtking part. Lecturing and book 
12 are overdone. We want 
1 In science started with lessons 
s. clal sciences for them an<! 
jam, will woman leave the "con 
si " and become what she was In 
\e si clety, the natural guardian 
borne and t. e human intellect 
ertlng and taking her natura' 
lis that were tauen from her as we 
■ acid, by "god." in the wlley hanr- 
apltalism. 

C t'-e Blade now. and all the 
Ihors and sisters for their 
I petal! 1. In helping us to pupils in 
new all 1 in -lie work, we submit 
cement of "the taking up of 

AePRIVATE SCHOOL IN SCIENCE 
FOR WOMEN ONLY. 

nducted by the Scientific Social 
lt> Association. 

Scientific Social Purity Assocla- 
111 new organization of women 
I together tci t . e purpose c f 
ngthening social love among 
n -gardless of sect, class or 
litlontllty. wsnts pupils. None 
111. en Interested to the better 
f the race are desired, and none 



e afraid or unwilling b 
« of simple lessons in 



material- 
ise objects of the association is such 
education of women, that she will be- 
come the saviour of the nations by tak- 
ing scientillc means for protec ing the 
homes. • 

'ihe aastciat.cu already ba g mem- 
bers lrom -wan) states in the union 
and will begin a real oo-operatlvt 
school in the mouth of February, send- 
ing out questions on scientific matters 
and referring to b..oks t-at will give 
the light neeaed. Education of womei, 
and maioens in all that women 
should Know for self and child protec- 
tion will be taken up and a bold stroke 
made for the right of womanhood to 
know how to protect Cie rights of 

Remember, only earnest women who 
care for social protect Ion for children 
from the fates so terrible, that ignor- 
ance digs for them will be Interested 
We have at last a scientific means for 
securing this Inherent right without 
any appeals to congress or demands 
to any class or faction. We have a 
Home Printing Press and we cat 
afford two cent stamps until our work 
In its purity and power makes for 
Itself an opening In the pages of th> 
press. Send 2u cents in atampa for 
complete mimet graphic outline of 
what we shall do, how we a' all do It 
and the first outline lesson, which will 
he cirefully arranged co-operatively 
by the headcriif.rters of tbe organlza- 
kn which elves Its time free to build 
up the better plan of education in the 
vital t.inj!S of human life Again we 
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think. 



TROOPS 

FACE ROMAN CROWD 

Anti-Vatic»n Demonstration at Italiar 
Capital — Send Sympathy To 
France Amid Cries of Ap- 
proval of Separation Law. 

iRISTIANITY ASSAILED 

AT ITS VERY DOORS. 



The following startling Informatlor 
which will be read with Interesi I 
every American Freethinker comes I: 
the natu-e of a dispatch from Rom 
ind tells its own c 
made In o 
reada: 

Korre. Dec. 1C— Thousands of dem- 
onstrators friendly to France and of 
anti-Vatican tendencies, gathered bi- 
ght in the piazza adjoinlug the Kar- 
sse Palace, the seat of the French 
libassy, In an endeavor to eapreal 
their pleasure at Frances action tu- 
ward the c.urch. 

'Ihe whole garrison of Rome was 
employed to face the demonstrators 
and protect the Vatican which was sur- 
rounded by cavalry, with the bridges 
leacing to It barred by troops. All the 
streets leading to the Farnese Palace 
were protected by soldiers with fixed 
bayonets. 

The demonstrators, led by a dozen 
radical Socialists and republican mem- 
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are not af-ald of an Idea who believe 
knowledge better than ignorance, who 
want to learn how to think better and 
are Interested in tthe betterment ol 
the human race by other than political 
warfare will be Interested; while all 
who are really brave and true will 
leave all efforts they have listed for 
expenditure of energy and lift with the 
women wlio go to the r. ots ci thing* 
and who have no time to cut |iu she« 'h 
tvi't.. ■ . "^acflnT- 1,11 

TERK=>J, COSHER al 
L, Los Angele^, Cat. 
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WHY NOT PERSONIFY 
COD AS WOMAN 



Remarkable Utterance By 

8haw, Playwright, In a Lecture 
On NeiJEsary Repa ra To 
Religion. 




by I 



pU 



ilch he delivered In that city, whic. 
strike a serious body blow to orthodox 
ellglrn and sh. uld act as an eye- 
opener to the ladles. 
The idea of personifying Cod In the 
ascullne gender is an evidence that 
he was made by matle. Had woman 
marie him he would have been a she. 
and without doubt, a more humane 
God. S.:aw dwells at length t a thl« 
subject ami seme of his mcst effective 
figures cf speech are as followB: 

am exceptionally clever, but far 
few understand wherein my cleve'- 
ness exists." 

"Until we get rid of the Bible la thj 
sense in which we have spoken of It 
fcr three hundred years > religion In 
Kngland will be Impossible." 

"There Is no established rellgon on 
■arth today In which an intelligent 
and educated man can believe." 

"Many people who say they believe 
n God do so because they tutnk that 
otherwise He would strike them dead 
This Is abominable Idolatry." 

"If Ch-ist had died In a country 
house, worth five thousand a ye«r 
jverythlng He said would be Just as 
true as If He had been crucified." 

"If God isjso powerful, why Is the 
world, such a horrible place?" 

' We could' not think of God us eter- 
nal if In our minds He was an elderly 
gentleman, nicely dressed, as painted 
by .Michael Angelo." 
"If are want to personify Hlni, why 

"AnoC.er thing to remember about 
; d Is that He made mistakes. Only 
after many trials He produced a man, 
who though only a makeshift, was at 
h!s best rather a wonderful creature." 

"I never talked disrespectfully of 
religion, but my mission Is to tell the 
pevple of the rubbish that chokes re- 



formed Into a mock procoaaiuu, Inton- 
ing the Miserere as an Indication of 
t..e death of clericalism, amidst the 
cries of "Long Live Franco," "I^ong 
Live Clemenceau," and Hewn With 
he Vatican.' 
The demonstration occurri) 
of Cloj 

who was 1 
as a result of his view.! 

Iglon. 

Deputies Costa and Defence ti 
harangue the people, but the police In- 
terfered. Costa finally made himself 
'*ieard. He said: 

"Before this monument to Bruno of 
free thought, let us send our applause 
to France for this great people contin- 
uing tbe traditional obstinate struggle 
igalnst the motu-eaten clericalism.' 

Fresh attempts were made then to 
beat back the cordon and the cavalry 
charged tne demonstrators a few of 
re slightly Injured an.l sev- 
ted. Amid rjars and shouts 
and the singing of th« Marseillaise, 
the foment continued until late lato 
the evening. 

A commlsscn of the demonstrators 
was received by M. Barerre, the 
French Ambassador, who expressed 
Is app.eclatien fcr the sympathy cf 
the Roman people. 

means to prevent the demonstration. 
The stand the Government Is taking 
Is that, although Italy is friendly to 
France, she does not wish to tak»" 
sides In the dispute, especially when 
her relations with the church are bet- 

er now than tliey have been since 

870. 



V. A. Walkup— If you like the 
Blade we woud be glad to count you 
one of the family. 



SEND YOUR NAME 
AS A MEMBER 



nvitation From the Secretary To A, I 
Freethinkers To Become Members 
Of the Materialist Associa- 



The main object ol the afntellaUat. 
Association is to hand together all 
Materlallstts; that Is, all who Un r- 
ougbly believe there Is no future life 
courage; secure more cc-eperatlon In 
propagating Materialism, and in fight- 
ing Spiritism; and encourage nature . 
s'udy. scientific lectures and practical 
beneficial morality, In place of theo- 
logical and spiritualist teachings 

We h?ve no members, lp dn s. 
Each who secure* new members be- 
comes a Secretary. To secure r.ew 
members, ask any thinking p oplc to 
read this, and answer these two qm s- 
M ns. Are ycu u MateriallstV If so. 
will you become a member 1 f Mater- 
ialist Association, and rnalie the count 
one more? 

The address of every new member 
should be sent to me for enrollment. 
ELIZA MO WRY B LIVEN 
Secretary Materialist Assoelatcn 

Box 7G, Brooklyn C( an. 
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ADVERTISING HATES. 

ALL ADVERTISEMENTS ol whatsoever eharacter, aooepted 
wiU be published at the rate of $1.00 per inch per 
month, unJeai by special contract, when other and bet- 
ter rates will be quoted upon application. The pub- 
lishers hare the right to reject any and all^dvertise- 



ALL SUBSCEIPTTOLNS to the Blade will be 

the expiration of the term for which the subscription 
has been paid up in advance. The address slip on the 
paper will show subscribers the date of expiration of 
subscription. Back numbe 
be sent, if asked for, upon 



facilitate collection. 

SHOULD ANY SUBSCBIBBB change his or her address, id- 
vise this office, giving both old and new, and the Blade 
will be sent to the new address, as desired. 

THE OFFICE of publication of the Blade is at 55 West 
Short Street, Lexington, Kentucky, to which aU Free 
I will be given • hearty welcome. 



ALL COMMUNICATIONS to THE BLUE OSASS 
~ P. O. Box tm, Lexington. Ky. 



Take courage. 

• e • • • 

Put 011 more steam. 

Stand upright and walk to the front. 

• • • • 

Knowledge makes a man fit company for himself. 

Good character is human nature in its best form. 

• • • • 

Our burdens are made lighter when we cheer- 
fully bear them-. 



a church communicant. To-day it is paramount 

only in those countries; where n have failed to 

keep alongside the Car of Progress. It is a sad com- 
mentary upon all religions faiths that they flourish 
only where dense ignorance prevails. Prom this we 
can detect the advance that has been made. 



f ecclesiastics g 
that the world < 
I mthejr raised the standard of revolt 
t packed his grip, there were er 
right and we are not out of the woods yet. We may 
have made some progress but the devil appears to 
have adopted Pabian tactics and has led us a wild 
dance through unprofitable deserts. We have been 
shattering ethnic cults atid images but religious 
fools have built new idols to worship. 



daeity and fraud, we need but refer to the state- 
ments that "he goes around barefooted and shines 
like the sun, it is impossible for anyone to look at 
him long in the face." Every student of the scrip- 
tures knows that this is absolutely false, else the 
transfiguration is a lie. If he already "shone like 
Ihe sun" how was it that in the presence of Peter, 
•lames and John, on the ton of a mountain, he 



i college 

shine as the sun f " To transfigure means to 
If a change was wrought when the transfiguration 
took place it follows that the face of Christ did not 
-nine like the sun at all times and the author of the 
alleged letter has carried bis enchanting enterprise 
too far that the fake is apparent on its face. Fur- 
thermore, it cannot be charged that after the trans- 
figuration the face of Christ continued to shine like 
the sun. In the 17th chapter of St. Matthew, where 
FAKE EVIDENCES OF A FAKIR an account of the transfiguration is given, as al- 

Truth leans upon nothing but itself and reason, ! leged, we are to assume that Christ resumed hi 
that ever flaming torch, needs no celestial guide. 
Truth needa no excuse for it contains within itself 



natural visage for he there charges his attendants 
to "tell the vision to no man until the son of man 
he risen from the dead." The fake lettter and gos 
pels arc s,. much at variance that even the mos 



Small 
nobles it. 



sweeten life, but the greater en- 



The first and worst of all frauds is he who cheats 
himself. 



the power to make sufficiently manifest. Falsehood 
id always seeking corroboration and ac- 
cepts it from every ipiestionable source. The mul- 
tiplication table needs no supporting power. There 
is no power in heaven or earth that can make two 
and two make more or less than four. This fact is 
self evident. It is compatible with all other truths 
and consistent with every demonstration of science. 

When a subject, or the teachings of a cult or 
creed, are weak, doubtful a/id vacillating, they 
must needs obtain some corroborative testimony, 
some support from other and extraneous sources 
The Christian creed and all that it implies is no ex- 
ception to this rule. Its professors and those who 
receive pay in its services are for ever search! 
forging, manufacturing so-called evidences, there- 
by demonstrating its lack of credibility in the first 
instance. If the Christian religion is true addit ion- 
al evidence is unnecessary for truth demands none. 
If the Christian religion be false it must need 
pounce upon every authority it can find and use it 
to prop up their falling temples and fanes. 

Recently, the Blade gave publication to what pur- 
ported to be a new religious discovery in the shape 
of a letter found in the library of the La/./.arist 
Fathers, in Rome, and said to have been written by 
one Publius Lennulus, a Roman offieial in the days 
of Caesar, addressed to his chief, and said to con- 
cern the personality of Jesus. It may be true that j r 

some manuscript has been found, as" suggested, but Koapel shops and this should naturally _ent.tle then 
the Blade does not hestitate to brand it as a fake to a seat close up to the throne in the heavenly 
and a fraud for the reason that if such a letter had hierarchy. 

really existed all these years it would have been dJa- l Money, according to the Bible or the love of it, 
The fact Is tne root of a " evil and yet there is not a sUy- 
for the I pilot in the country who is not hankering after a 
raise in salary and has his ear turped in the direc- 
tion of the "still, small voice" which is expected to 
Bail him to greener fields and pastures new for a 



• • • • J 

- -~ urn- deed* lulluu us and what uc Jiav. 
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true teat of civilization is in til- kit 
character of men a nation can produce. 



Wander where we will, do what v 
of our destiny lies in the cradle. 

The truly generous is the truly wise and he who 
loves not others must live ' 



When a man shows no inclination to learn he is 
very apt to imagine that he knows enough. 



Idleness is superficial a 
ty garment to look at it 



id while it may be a pret- 
will not do for constant 



Laughter is the s 
has produced and w< 
dislikes the laugh of 



veetest music Mother Nature 
must beware of the man who 
a child. 



Success and opportunity do not always go hand 
in hand, but a sure way to a ' 
opportunity. 



Summing the entire document up, as it appeared 
in the Blade, it is really too childish, too absurd, to 
be even seriously considered. Were it not for the 
value of such a claim to the cause of Freethought, 
The Blade would not have noticed it at such length. 
When Christ, and him crucified, are compelled to 
rely upon such flimsy foundations his cause is well 
nigh spent and is, therefore, becoming more harm- 
less and imbecile than ever. So far we have failed 
to observe any great eclat over the alleged discov- 
ery and it will doubtless be given the cold shoulder, 
the marble heart and an icy mitt. If the evidence 
of Christ be proved such a monstrous fake, what 
better can Christ bet 

• • • • 

THE SORROWS OF GREAT WEALTH. 

Pity the rich. 

Not so much because of their great difficulty in 
obtaining a pass over the Christian main line to 
Kingdom Come, but for other and very obvious 
reasons. 

So far as the Christian doctrines are concerned 
the rich need experience hardly any fear. True, 
salvation is said to be without money and without 
price, but only the rich can afford front, seats in the 



dituWl 
ng th> 
re proof 
i an ad- 



ioted mountain from its 
f slavery upon men de- 



covered long before this day and ag< 
that it is now a regular annual practice 
Christian apologists to "discover" some a 
proof of "The Christ," thereby admit 
Christ is not yet sufficiently proved and m 
is daily growing an actual necessity. It 
mission that the Old and New Testament, with 

them, are not^WWH'is^^t'ill ..ll«c am 
belief, hence, more proof, further proof, additio 
proof, and proof on the top of that must 
ered at frequent and regular intervals. AssuinugJ 
Christ to be a truth 
think of what his f< 
strenuous efforts being made to prove him uu 
mankind. 

Then isJittle need to go outside of the allegi 
document in order to prove its unworthiuess. 
an evident attempt to pass off a spurious literai 
effort for the purpose of trying to prove cerUij 
portions of the gospels as true. Its personal 
ences to Christ, as a man, named Jesus, the m 
of his habilments, his physiognomy and geuei 
pearance as well as his alleged acts, carry th 
roboration entirely too far and destroys its veraeit 

In the first place the language used in the ' 
is not Roman, but decidedly Christiun. 
names him as Jesus, it still calls him ' ' The 
and charges that he "makes the dead rise ai 
the sick." Were this true Caesar could n 
him to punish him though he rega 
enemy, for Caesar could have mac 
ally as 



It is easier to hurl the i 
base than to put the yoke 
termined to be free. 



Love is the great high priest of the religion of 
happiness for so long as men continue to experience 
the sweet, ruling passion, it will be impossible for 
them to grow depraved. 

• • • • 

Look back over yesterday! Have we given full 
encouragement where it iB duet Do we know what 
a little encouragement can do? There is a great 
deal of talent lost in this world for the want of it. 

Andrew Carnegie declares that an income tax 
would be a prolific breeders of liars. The Blade 
agrees with him. So does almost every kind of a 
tax. Even fishing exercises no small influence in 
that direction. 

• • • e • 

There iB a vast difference between false prophets, 
religious and political, and substantial profits. Even 
the United States Treasury offers to give small bills 
for large ones and the Blade will do it just as easy. 

• • • • 

It will be a happy day when saintly ainnera will 
obey the scriptural injunction to don their sack- 
cloth suits, rub their noses in the sand and fail to 
eome to the scratch when the collection is taken up. 

• • • • • 

God being the creator of all things then the 
gaunt specter of want and pestilence must be of his 
making. Could we be god but for one day what a 
change we would make. Taking him for what the 
Christian world has made him we don't blame 
Lucifer for raising a revolution. 

• • • • • 

During the dark ages hidebound orthodoxy pre- 
vailed and practically every man and woman was 
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'He is not seen very often in 
appears he carries himself modestly. 



death. The letter 1 
in public, and wht 1 



His na 

distinguished, he is even beautiful 
This in direct conflict with the four gospels, 
the latter are to believed Christ was always in pu 
lie, for he admitted that he had not where to I 
his head. Has alleged modesty is remarkable 
face of his conduct when he whiyped the trad* 
out of the temple and is at variance with the a 
twenty-third chapter of St. Luke. Even as a yo 
ster he was a froward and began a discussion w 
the doctors. True, he grew modest when 
ed by Pilate because he knew then he was 
against it and he had run his limit. The farce 
heightened by the reference to his alleged persoi 
beauty. And "he is even beautiful" it says, 
far as the Blade has been able to learn anythi 
Christ was no bute. This much is learned even fr« 
Isaiah. We are assured that he was referring 
the son of. Joseph and Mary when he said: "1 
vhiage was more marred than any man, and 
form than the sous of men." It is a well kno< 
fact that the Jews, according to some authoriti 
saw no beauty in him. Rev. George C. Needhapi] 
in his appendix to the Bible, intimates that ct 
ered from a physical point of view, Christ 

actually a fright. Neither Chnst, or any of u, pa a ^ ^ ^ 

apostles, so far as we can gather, were , calculated ! .JJ the rc lig o ^ ^ ^ 

to adorn a fashionable pulpit or cause the hearts , p. y t(;hed haml 

of the sisters to palpitate with suspicious piety, rj°t »U lan^inw w _ ahU „ 

When selecting a parson congregations do 



f the yellow metal or a bigger wad of 
Is, as the case may be. Like the fools in the par- 
e they do but lick the outside of the platter clean 
t-tkoy «n« inwardly a bad egg. Every Sunday 
y plead for a bigger collection and if it is not 
1 incoming the next sermon is made with the god- 
tuess of giving. Church folk are then told that it 
more blessed to give than to receive," but the 
parson never "gives" as he is solely in the receiving 
business. What a sorry day for them it will be 
when God Almighty keeps his own bank account 
and takes up his own collection. 

■thodox interpretation of the scriptures 
and they have to be interprete jff else how could 
they be understood, gives commendation to poverty 
and places a condemnation upon wealth. The rich 
are pointed to the obstacles that confront a camel 
should that useful beast attempt to pass through 
the eye of a needle and the poverty stricken are 
comforted with the positive assurance that they are 
destined to inherit he kingdom of heaven. This is 
simply a crude effort at equalization, and com- 
s that if the rich get all the 
cream in this world and the poor have to drink 
skimmed milk the order will be reversed in the 
great hereafter and Coxey's army will be given 
first place at the pie counter. Lazarus sits in the 
front row but Dives goes way back. No wonder 
then that Carnegie and Rockefeller are making an 
effort to die poor by giving away the wealth that 
others have made for them. 

Now you will understand why we say "pity the 
rich." Secretary Shaw, of the United States Treas- 
ury, declares that most any body can make money 
nowadays and even keep it, but we are constrained 
to pity the sorrows of the unfortunate billionaire 
who has made it his business to give money away. 
The troubles of the elder Rockefeller along this 
'line have now passed into a song of sorrows, but 
even these are nothing to the troubles of Andrew 
( amebic, the most persistent giver of millions. 
Where John D. has given away probably one-tenth 
of one year's income Andrew has gone him some 
better. Even the sons of bis native heath are now 
declaring that the money Andrew is giving away 
o Scottish institutions of learning, is simply pau- 
.erizing the youth and he is now branded as a limb 
id an ally of Satan who is debauching the religion 
his native land. Poor Andrew! Pity the rich I 
Under such conditions as these it is a case of you 
be damned if you do and you will be damned 
if you don't. One day the parson cries "give, 
■ and insist that you are but lending to the 
Lord, who will pay you a splendid dividend upon 
our investment. Having given you are denounced 
,iable idiot and told that you are debauch- 



purchase sound health with all their gold. The 
poor may enjoy these natural conditions by reason 
of the frugality they are compelled to practice. 
Then to be poor and content is to be rich enough, 
but there is small contentment in dire poverty. 

humanity needs is a more equitable distribu- 
tion of the products of labor ami a readjustment of 
social and industrial conditions. The world will 
never be any happier by conforming to the Chris- 
tian doctrine nor can the indiscriminate giving 
away of money help to heal the wounds. The 
habit of dispensing cash in charitable enterprises 
may . rente a body of jollifiers who will hang for- 
ever upon your heels, but the fellows who fail to 
get 1 heirs will condemn the entire scheme. 
Then let us pity the rich, the poor don't count. 
• • • • e 

CHRISTIAN EVIDENCES, 

The real value of Christian evidences, that is, evi- 
dences concerning its claims and pretensions, as 
furnished by its only authority, the New TestaSnfcut 
can only be measured by a critical examination, by 
comparison and reasonable application. 

The Christian, however, shuns this process and 
iusists that in approaching the Bible, or any por- 
tion thereof, we must do so in a truly reverential 
frame of mind, which being interpreted into cold 
facts means that we must not eriticiae, ridicule, 
compare or investigate, but accept it as true in all 
things even before we open it. This is the cry of 
weakness and prejudice. It is a candid eOlifeaeion 
that the Christian scripturos will not stand the light 
of investigation, the test of honest criticism. Even 
truth cannot he injured by ridicule. That which 
ridicule may be taken as a test of the truth, for the 
ridicule can overcome should be permitted to per- 
ish for it is not strong enough to live. 

Further, we are bound, according to Christian 
argument, to rely upon the supposition that God 
either wrote, or inspired men to write, the books 
f the old and new testaments. Assuming this, 
hen, the Christian must admit that the writings of 
iod, or the writings of men specially and plenarily 
nspired by him, should be able to stand the sanib, 
or even more rigid tests, as the writings of man 
Every new declaration of science or philosophy is 
treated to a searching investigation, it is discussed 
pro and con until the truth of the declaration, or 
its falsity, is finally established. Cannot the de- 
clarations of God stand the same acid tests f If 
not, why not! Is the creator inferior to the 
creature T Then why not submit the Bible to an 
honest investigation, rejecting whaCSs proven to be 
false and accepting only that which ia proven truet 
If it be proven altogether false then we should not 
hestitate to reject it as a whole. If it be proven to 
be partially true, let us accept the part and give up 
the other. The Freethinker occupies this relation 
to all subjects and is ready to admit truth where 
ever it may be found. 

In this frame of mind The Blade desires that 
every Christian advocate would study the opening 
verses of the first general epistle of John. 

'jasjsjiaB i hat "we," manning. jbj frM . tf 
otllers, "have heard, seen with our eyes, which 
ha& looked upon, and our hands have handled, of 
tin word of life." With this John meant thosa who 
read after him should understand that he, too, had 
both seen, heard and felt, hence, he so readily gave 
his belief that he desired otthers who had not seen, 
heard and felt, being denied the privilege, should 
likewiai believe. If it required all these things to 
convince John why should others be expected to 
be convinced on John's say so, on his ipse dixit T 
If Cod desired all men to be convinced why did he 
not make the same manifestaions unto all men and 
afford all men an equal opportunity t 



allow themselves to be guided by the model furnish 
ed in the person of this alleged son of Mary. Evjt n 
St. Paul is said to have been so durned homely that 
the ladies shunned him and he got even by P ut *^K 
a time-lock on their tongue ^aud discounter; 



For pure lying, unadulterated gall, absolute 1 



Jdaint is probably made because the money 

" 11 into the outstretched hand of — 
ominie. If it did there would never be a harsh 
r ord said, for money will seal a preacher's hps 
re effectively than a porous plaster. 
Money won't buy everything. It won't buy Car- 
ie a higher standing at the portals to the grave 
the humblest peasant on Scotland's rugged 
It won't buy John D. Rockefeller a good ap- 
te or a natural growth of hair. Neither can 
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one when given by word of mouth becomes only 
hearsay to others and the character of the evidence 
offered becomes vastly dissimilar. 

But John sustains this very point by saying, 
"that which wc have seen and heard declare we 
unto you" and further on he damns, or condemns, 
all who refuse to believe him by saying, "who is a 
liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ 1" 
Here John gives himself dead away and did he give 
depositions of such character before a court of 
equity in this day apd generation he would not be 
believed. 

From the general trend of the argument offered 
by this ancient, Apostle of the Christian faith, we 
are hound to infer that even in his day the people 
demanded ocular proofs of speculative theories 
and doctrines. With them, aa even with the people 
of modern times, seeings is believings, and because 
the majority are not permitted to see and believe 
the Christian world desires that they shall simply 
hear and believe. And whom are we to heart Sim- 
ply paid witnesses and, therefore, biased to begin 
with. If a modern preacher should dare to even 
hint of a doubt, however slight, he would speedily 
meet the fate of Crapsey and be shorn of his vest- 
ments. Doubtless Solomon had the preachers in 
mind when he -aid. "I said in my haste that all 
men are liars," and if he had he would probably 
have conn to the same conclusion had he given the 
subject a calm and careful consideration. It is im- 
possible to expect he truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth from such a source. We aro 
expecting too much if we do. The modern preach- 
er is no more to be believed in religious matters 
than St. John, while even as the latter denounced 
the unbeliever as a liar his modem prototype sends 
them to hell on a down grade.' 

• • • • 

From the published accounts Mrs. Storer was al- 
together too smart to hnrl her withering defl at 
Roosevelt in persona propera so she compelled Bel- 
lamy, to assume the responsibility. The male Storer 
might take the feminine member of the domestic 
partnership by the back hair and rub her nose in 
the sawdust. But, what's the uset Given another 
chance it would be the same old thing all over 
again. 
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HOW GOOD WE ARE GETTING! 

You scratch my back aud I'll scratch yours. 

This is an application of the doctrine of reci- 
procity in a purely personal way. 

Of -course, one good turn always deserves an- 
other and if you declare that I am a jolly good 
fellow, I shall feel inclined to say the same thing 
about you. 

There is no hatred like religious hatred, no ran- 
cor like religious rancor, no cruelty so severe and 
unrelenting as religious cruelty. For au honest 
difference of opinion concerning the very non- 
essentials of religion, men have been tortured and 
put to death. Not so many years ago Catholic and 
Protestant children were taught to literally hate 
each other and the "orange" and the "green" of 
the opposing elements of Irishmen when brought 
together are bound to provoke a bitter conflict. 
Doubtless, many of the Blade readers can remem- 
ber V" saw tnat 'i^'* 5 children of families be 
- longing to" these different religious system used to 
repeat to each other for the avowed purpose of 
hurting each other's feelings. It ran: 
"Catholic, catholic ring' the bell, 
For all the Protestants to go to hell. 
The Protestant children would get off th 
thing, but simply trHti 8 posc the names tl 
desired agonies might be inflicted upon those 
whom they did not like. To a great extent thil 
fit-ling has died out, but we still have our exelu 
sive Catholic organizations and our exclusive Pro 
testant bodies, the latter being avowedly anti- 
Catholic in all things. This change is largely due 
to the rapid growth and influence of Liberal ideas. 
It is one of the direct results of Frcethought agita- 
tion which aims to bring all men within a purely 
human brotherhood irrespective of religious be 
liefs and disbeliefs. To the Freethinker a Catholi< 
jg uo better or worse than a Protestant and eithei 
is just as good as the other can possibly be. 

That a material change has been wrought may 
be inferred from the fact that Catholic prelates 
are now extolling the cause of Protesantism and 
adherents of the latter are praising the work of 
Catholicism. It is reported that Professor Pohli 
of the chair of dogmatics in the University c 
Brealau, Germany, extols Protestanism as a "fac- 
tor in the development of modern civilization," 
and as if to return the compliment, The Ave Maria, 
a Roman Ctaholic organ published in Indiana, pub- 
lishes an article from a Methodist minister, whose 
name is not given, in which he eulogizes that re- 
ligious body for its "great work in the cause of 
Christ." and the "soundness of many of her doc 



i the lion 



It may be that die day will come wh< 
and the lamb shall lie down together, but we 
opine, should the lion get hungry he will devour 
the lamb. From mutual recriminations they are 
approaching an era of mutual praises. From Eliza- 
this day; is a long step but Time 
us changes. From Tmirennes to 
many years have intcr- 
orks in a mysterious way 
to perforin." After all the 'Blade does 
to see the Methodist converted to 
or the Romanist to I'roTestanism. 
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The prohibition element sought legal advice, 
uncut the new comer and again trusting to the 
reports, it is said, they were informed that there 
were many sides to the question. With a "cube' 
it is natural there should be. Any Negro crap- 
shtMitcr in Kentucky and white ones for that mat- 
ter, could have told the cube contains six sides. 
It is a law of physics and not a law of morals gov 
erning human conduct. 

It seems that where there's a will there's a way 
and Kansas means to get what there is coming. 

Friends! We are well on with the New Year. 
The Blade hopes to be able to make 1907 the har- 
binger of a glorious future. This future is not for 
the Blade alone ,as intended, but? for its readers 
and humanity in general. It is impossible for i 

wnplish it alone. All must combine to produce 
the general result. The change in subneription rates 
has not materially injured us. We have lost some 
subscribers but the great majority have stuck and 

with tin, counted as one of the family, can still 
furnish material help. The Blade does not ask 
something for nothing. We do ask, however, that 
during the present year you will secure for us at 
least one new subscriber and before it runs its 
length our circulation will have doubled itself. This 
is the method of push. If you believe the Blade 
worthy push it by inducing one friend to subscribe 
for it. 



Had Almighty Ood east the human horoscope in 
the days of the flood it is almost a certainty that he 
would never have given Noah a hint to get in out 
of the wet. After all could he not have foreseen 
the wretched farce-comedy his vice-regents on earth 
are enacting T Every straddling biped is striving 
to get his head above other foolish geese and boasts 
he is made in the personal image of his creator. 
Everywhere the false and the true, he good and the 
evil, the lambent light of happiness and the sul- 
phurous shadows of an orthodox hell, meet and 
blend. Nowhere, yet everywhere, floats the white 
veil and flaming ensign of this modern Mokanna. 
Why waste so much foolish breath on non-essentials 
when man awaits every thought, every considera 
tion we have to utilize. 

Imagine what it must have meant to be living in 
Palestine at the time Israel's sacred marauders 
aming under the inspiration of god. It were 
nothing for those who dared to defend their homes 
to be placed under harrows of iron and dragged to 
leath. Tlie silvery head of the aged grandsire 
would fall beneath a sword wielded in the name of 
god. Unborn babes were ripped from the wombs 
of Midianitish women am} their maidens coerced 
into concubinage by their heaven-led captors. 

• • • • • 

When a m»n gets religion and vainly he knows 
be swells up like a frog filled with wind and prides 
himself upon his importance. Freethought enables 
us to better understand our relationship to the 
economy of the universe, pulls our heads out of the 
clouds and makes us keep closer to the grass. 



MUSCULAR 

CHRISTIANTIY 

Canadian Parson I* Fined By a Court 
For Indulging In Flat Fight 

Through the kind thought of a 
friend the Blade has received a clip- 
ping from the Daily Mall and Empire, 
a dally paper published at Toronto, 
Canada, which shows that the Cana- 
dian Judiciary are not averse to ad- 
ministering the punishments of earth 
upon the vice-regents of heaven. 

The article which Is reproduced In 
full will explain Itself and our readers 
may draw their own conclusions, it 
reads: 

The charge made by Charles M. 
SnilUi, of St. Thomas, against the Rev. 
W. O. Charlton, of Mapleton, uf as- 
saulting him at a tea. meeting held In | 
he Disciples' Church, was heard to- 
Jay hefore County Police Magistrate 
-lunt at the court-house before a large 
crowd of spectators. The ladies were 
largely represented, and the people 
were of a decidedly different stamp 
usually seen at assault cases. W. K. 
Cameron appeared for the plaintiff, 
and T. W. Crothers for defendant. 

There were four men and four la- 
dles from St. Thomas at the tea* meet- 
ing. The plaintiff, Clinton M. Smith, 
in giving his evidence, stated that he 
was one of a 'bus load who drove out 
to Mapleton. After the entertainment 
waa over the St. Thomas people were 
Invite d to have supper In the base- 
ment. He went along with one of the 
young ladies, and waa standing about 
eight feet from the door, when the de- 
fendant seized him by the shoulder 
told him to get out, and then struck' 
him In the eye. The blow partially 
stunn>d him and forced him to 
Knees Then Mr. Charlton continued 
to pu. , him off the premises, 
an he : or more after the time that 
there was loud laughing from other 
parties | n the church. 

Mr. Charlton, who is a man of 30 
years of age or more, made rather 
poor witness, and claimed the reason 
he sti ick the young man was that 
when > e ordered him to move he did 
not do so. 



Eliza Mowry Blivens— As an adv 
cate of the materialistic philosopr 
w e are prepared to carry on any u; 
dertaklng that will hotter 
It. Not only may you subscribe ot 
name on your roster, but If any reader 
of the Hlade cares to take charge of 
the work you suggest we will give 
•pace for publication. 

L. M. Lawrence. — If you were not 
permitted to put God's house on roll- 
Lhe brethren might have done the 
David act In' front of It and have the 
dance set to music. 

E. O. Chase.— You may not be ortho- 
dox, but your quotation* point very 
J that way. The authorities you 



on the last 50 cents, through Mr. Coi- 
ns. The paper is just fine. I have 
™t you altogether $1.75. —JOHN 
OBERTSON. 

Blade and Moore Book. 

Cincinnati, O — Enclosed you will 
lease Ilnd money order for $1.50 for 
intlnuatlon of Blade for anothter 
>ar. Please change my address from 
II Everett street to address below, 
on may put me down for the Moore 
)ok. — MAX 1 



Frank Metz.- 



J. S. 



-Thanks for your good 



Carnahan— While yoq must 
feel lonesome without kindred ihlnk 
ers near'you, do not forget that where 
only one Is gathered in the name of 
Che Blade, we are with you. 

Albert I^wrence— Your letter Is a 
strong*, one on the subject but rather 
too lengthy for our limited space. 
Make them shorter when you write 
again. 



were called, and 
the ca*> was not finished until even- 
Tin? magistrate said it had been 
clearly aiiown that Clinton Smith was 
not aT fault, that the young people 
from £ Thomas were not the parties 
who cfused the disturbance, and that 
he fuly ^exonerated them from any 
fault, i He fined Mr. Charlton $10 and 
coats ty 30 days at hard labor ti 
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THE CUBE ROOT DRUNK. 

"Won't you join me in a cube root?" 
"Don't care if I do." 

Driir reader, these are not the sayings of persons t 
-r ^*rhrj have been pronounced by our courts to be of 
uiinoiiihI mind. They do not emanate from men 
gone mad on the subject of mathematics. Neither 
'are the spokesmen indulging in a fad anent the 
nu llity of dimension. No, indeed, the question and 
its answer have a deeper significance, a more lit- 
eral meaning. 

Kansas, as we all know, is a prohibition- state 
On the other hand Kentucky is not. This means 
that different notions prevail concerninr alcoholic 
.stimulants as beverages in Kentucky than in Kan- 
■N, The two "K.'s" are essentially different. In 
Kentucky, a gentleman reaches in his inside coat 
pocket and extracts therefrom a vessel with a nar- 
rowed opening which contains a rich, amber fluid. 
He hands it to his companion without question, re- 
mark or suggestion. The companion knows how 
to do the proper thing and the ceremony is com- 
pleted in less time than it takes to tell it. But 
things are different in Kansas. In the Sunflowi 
State it is known by another name. Necessity hi 
been a good mother of invention and the Kan*au 
has not been slow to assimilate new ideas with 
which to meet new conditions. The question and 
answer given at the inception of this article ex- 
plains the situation. 

In other words, we are informed, that a Kansas 
chemist has invented a cube which, when dissolved 
in a tumbler full of hot water, raises a perfect bead 
and now the population, smarting under prohibi- 
tive restraints, are busily engaged during their 
waking hours in extracting the "root" from the 
cube. .Temperance people assert that the cube con- 
tains the "root of all evil;" that it is made from 
hops and other things; and that those who drink 
the decoction thus made raise something that is un- 
printable in a real family newspaper like the 
Blade. The Kansas law declares that no "intoxi- 
cating liquor" shall be sold, but it is silent upon 
the question of cubes and capsules. 

The reports say that this condensed drunk made 
its first appearance in Topeka through the medium 
of a modest sig appearing in a store \\ 
Somebody bought one and followed the directions 
given. Inside of two hours, it is said, the man in 
the store was doing a land office business and that 
every customer might have an opportunity to get 
what was coming he was compelled to put up an- 
other sign, which informed the crowd at the 
counter that only one cube could be sold to each 
purchaser. An hour later the indulgents were 
singing "we are here because we are here," waltz- 
ed on the street corners and vowed they never 
would go home. 



If Ood bail not intended that there should ever 
a liar or a thief, a prostitute or a murderer, in 
is beautiful, old world, what are they doing herel 
Does it not look like the creator had entered into a 
compact with sin and made a covenant with the 
choleraT 

• • • • • 

LIBERAL REVIEW CONSOLIDATES. 

Since the November issue of the Liberal Review, 
one of the best and most attractive Freethought 
J publications in the West, has been merged with thi 
i Road, another Chicago monthly. The Lib 
Review could boast a splendid corps of eon- 
tors and its pages were always bright and 
Among the exchanges of tl 



iated and it i 



ith d« 



ppre 

grel that our office table will contain it no more in 
it* original form. It is needless to say, perhaps, 
that lack of a sufficient financial support has 
brought about the merger, which all Freethinkers 
should accept as an inducement to keep the Lib- 
eral publications that do exist both active and 
alive. Indifference has driven many a good cause 
to the wall. If we are to win in our fight against a 
stubborn foe we stand shoulder to shoulder 
in the thickest of the fray. One by one our Free- 
thought publications are going the last route and 
tin- quest ion now is which is to be the next. Who 
knows? The Blade sincerely hopes that its sub 
scribers will stand by the Review and give it all 
possible encouragement under the new manage- 
ment. 



There is something amusingly significant in the 
fact that when Pamphleteer Bellamy Storer made 
his "day boo" in the arena of forensic art against 
President Roosevelt, our reformer chief^xecu 
became so iucensed that he gave the whole snap 
away and in his excitement forgot all about his 
reform spelling, f>d words, etc., and hurled his 
ithering defi at petticoat politics in substantial 
up-to-date, dictionary English. Popes, politics and 
petticoats have combined to produce a pretty ket- 
' *f fish. 



While the many are compelled to battle desj 
ately for life, the few are piling up fortunes bet 
which the famed wealth of Lydia's ancient kings 
were but a beggar's parsimiony. The remedy is 
not to be found in the suggestion that the rich can 
find happiness in dying poor by giving their money 
away in ostentatious charity. If there is any vir- 
tue in "dying poor" that condition can be reached 
by a far easier route than robbing labor to pile up 
vast fi n-t ini-s. Mini must be given labor as a right 
and not as a mere privilege. 



IT OUR FRIENDS SAY 



Comment Unnecessary. 

West Lodl, O.— I would be pleased 
to have you discontinue the Blade as 
I have not the time to read such a 
rotten, trashy paper as the Blue Grass 
Blade. — MRS. O. E. HIPPI.E. 

la Perfectly Satisfied. 

Lincoln. Neb.— Enclosed find $1.50 
to pay my subscrln/lon for the Blade 
(past due) for yeas commencing with 
last March. Will remit for the next 
year as soon as convenient. Am s< 
fled wlch paper and price— D. 
WATSON* 



One For Dr. Wilson. 

Ferrte. Cat— Dr. J. B. WIls 
have often wondered If communlca 
tions from" your numerous admti 
did not become something of a bore. 
I am now going through your trip to 
Rome the second time and think I will 
t over once or twice more for it. 
fails to be of deep interest from 
start to finish. Behind the Bars, Dog 
rne, Ingersoll, Ac. Was 
deeply Interesting, but for missionary 
work your trip to Rome slmplX me 
read it Is to be convinced that 
inanity to man la the only true n 
Ml»j< yuu (bag bo spared to i 
good cause. — C. 8. GOVE. 



I glad 



publish] your lecture 

suggestion offered. The 
only dUestlou Is the ability to stand 
the cd)t of .publication. Thanks for 
the i 

Fludle, D. D— Your card got 
too ob terated to read. 



satisfaction. 



to note your 



Terelt Oesner— Our Interest In the 
emancjU^ion bf women leads to pub- 
lish txjth your letter and article In the 
hope that we may attract the atten- 
tion or women to your work. The 
Blade will be glad to help you In your 
efforts. 

W. T, Shaier— Thanks for encour- 



James Roper.— Your name goes In 
the subscription book. 



Ed Thil 
rectatef 



urstln.— Your renewal Is ap- 



James B. Elliott— Although the sub- 
ject has been well ventilated In the 
dally pres», the Blade will give it an 
Thanks for Interest. 

1— Thanks for renewal. 

» Witt.— We do not know 
i will think when he 
alums In verse, but we 
d your effort, which la very 
I have our thanks for the 




For B'ade and Moore Book. 

Logansport, Ind. — Herein please 
is: office money order for $1.50 for 
hlch please move tag forward on my 
Blad l. Put me down for Moore Book. 
T. 8HAFBR. 



Wanta Mooi 

Buckskin, Ind— If you publish C C 
Moore's writings put me down for one 
book.— JAMES R. LEE. 

Wants a Pamphlet. 

Oakland, N. Y. — I wish to express 
my admiration of your able editorials 
>nd to specify In particular the one 
'that appeared some months ago on 
the geneology. The latter should ap- 
pear as a small pamphlet to be got 
cheap by the 100 for distribution. It 
is well put together. Dr. J. B. W. s 
article this week Is a masterpiece. I 
hope he will continue thus to wield 
his pen as long as he possibly can. — J. 
C. D. DA VIES, M. D. 

Praise From Kansas. 

Chanette. Kansas. — I see by tag on 
Blade that my subscription expires 
January 7, 1907. Enclosed I send Vou 
$1.50 to renew from that date, wishing- 
you all a Merry Christmas and many 
Happy New Years, and a long life and 
prosperity to the good old Blade. — EO 
THURSTIN. 



WAR! 

Elgin and Waltham Watch 
ave Indirectly declared war on 
John C. Dueber, of the Hampden 
Watch Co., and smaller competitors. 
By continually reducing prices they 
hope to drive out competitors or force 
them into a Trust But John C. 
many times a millionaire, who em- 
ployes Union Labor only— will not 
Join them in their nefarious scheme. 
He promptly meeta all reductions 
male by the. oiler companies, until 
now watches are actually sold far be- 
low value. Note the last est quotations: 
23 jeweled "Sp'l. Ry." $2G; "New Ry." 
23 Jwl'g. $20; "John Hancock," 21 
Jewels, $16.50, or "Dueber W. Co.." 21 
Jewels, only $15. Above all in silver- 
Ine screw case prepaid, In 20-yea 
gold-filled case. $3 more. Every 
watch new from factory and guaran- 
teed to pass R'y Inspectors. 

The 17 jeweled nampden. adjusted. 
$8; 17 jeweled, not adjusted, $7; 15 
jeweled, $6; 7 Jeweled, »4.60. In 20- 
year gold-filled case $3 more, all pre- 
paid with guarantee. Buy nowl When 
this war Is over you will pay 30 per 
cent more. 

WHEN IN SEARCH OF A DIAMOND 

Engagement Ring, Diamond Button 
Locket or Pin, don't you wish you 
could correctly Judge quality an. 
value and buy them first hand from 
the Cutters and Importers and thus 
save 30 per cent or the dealers' 
profit? 

This you can do if will confide In 
ard order of me. I am an expert, se- 
lect Diamonds with gTeat care from 
laageat stock In unicago, get lowest 
trade prices and best cash discounts. 
For my time and wo.k; for giving 
you the benefit of my 40 years' ex- 
perience aa a diamond merchant, I 
will only cbaase you 6 per cent. No 
Jeweler or catalogue house can com- 
pete with me. 

Send for price lists uf Watches, not 
listed here, CLains, Jewelry, Rings 
Silver and Plated Ware. Optical 
Goods. Ingers^ Spoons. F. T. Badgea 
and My Tract, "Theism In the Cruci- 
ble," free. 

OTTO WETTSEIN, 

" )k Co., III. 
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t Fine. 



find postofflce order for 75 cents. This 
carries me on to next June. You did 
not change date on label when I sent 



UP-TO-DATE PAMPHLET 

'MARRIAGE 
AND DIVORCE' 

av 

JOSEPHINE K. HENRY 

VERSAILLES, KENTUCKY. 
Ail order* promptly filled. 
Price, 1 copy 25c. 
S ceplaa for $1.00. 



Crlgler— You a 
i dally paper will give proml- 
» such an article as you en- 
| Is a good sign of progress. We 
►produce it aa soon as we can 



Your generous Interest 
welfare la highly appreciated. 
Only 1 by such magnanimity Is our 
causo maintained. The work of tui- 
tion Invariably fulls upon a 
ones and yon are certainly 
few Many thanks. 



GREATEST DISCOVERIES 

OF SCIENCE EVER MADE 

GOD, SATAN AND HOLY GHOST ARE NOTHING BUT CREATIONS OP 
FICTION. HEAVEN AND HELL ARE ONLY MYTHS. CON- 
SCIOUS LIFE 18 EXTINGUISHED AT DEATH. 

The Church of Humanity teaches these groat discovert «a through Its 
organ, "The Truth About God," which It publishes monthly, and its school 
"The Central Kansas Bualness College," which teaches Stenography. Type- 
writing. Bookkeeping. Commercial Arithmetic, Penmanship, and Spelling 
and "The Truth About God" In a general course of study giver by the tea. 
porary International Instructor for the chirch. 

The Church has 100 LIFE MEMBERS It wanta 900 more to formalt, 
organise and Incorporate. The first thousand members will be th« founders 
and organliers of the CHURCH OF HUMANITY. 

It you have loved ones yon wish rescued from the Idolatry ot worship- 
ing a dead man named Jesua an." a myth named God, you should Join thla 
Church and It vMU aid you In freeing them, and In saving, your posterity 
from becoming Idolaters by teaching them The Truth About God. 

Write to W. H. KERR. 1210 Broadway, Great Bead, Kan., di blank aa- 
ation tor membership information about the college, and aeM II tain 

a raafe auoacriptic* to the "TRUTH AUOUT OOl DoS mmm. 
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(Continued From Page One) 

"banner of the gross 



whose names and fame are as iroper 

ishable as the stars. 

The Rationalist* of the world make 
no war upon the personality of the 
priesthood, but we have sworn eternal 
hostility against the union of church 
and siatc, and against the domination 
Of our country by the ambassadors ul 
a Jewiair God, 

Upon the issue of this battle be 
tween the Rationalists of the world 



all the hopes of all 
time to come. 

All other questtions sink Into uttei 
insignificance and nothingness when 
compared to this, 

Banks and finance, army bills and 
navy bills, tariffs and subsidies, inter- 
oceanic canals and impure food, how- 
ever vicious they may be, can never 
destroy the republic of our fathers, 
but if the monstrous Jehovam and his 
hi artless priesthood ever succeed in 
unfurling to the breeze the bloody ban 
ner of the crcs* over the capital at 
W-si.matcn the trte of liberty and all 
its precious fruits will go out In Moor! 
and'nlght fcrever. 

Our campaign against priestly doml 
r.atii n must never cease until our Re 
public is safely reanchored to th< 
Declaration of Independence. 

"It must never cease until cur school! 
and colleges and universities an 
thoroughly secularized and the insplr 
.d savagery of their hcly books for 
ever banished from t-.e halls cf lean, 
lng. 

Our campaign against the priest- 
hood must never cease until ou 
ni€>the-s. our wive* and our daughter 
are placed upon the high dais c 
equality with their brother man am 
emancipation from the cruel clutch of 
superstition. 

Our campaign must never cease un 
til we can elect presidents of th. 
United States who will rollow the ex 
ample of the Immortal Jefferson, who 
peremptorily refused to comply with 
C:e demands of U.e priesthood to Issue 
annual proclamations of thanksgiving 
to Jehovah, giving as his reaai 
it was no part of the duty of 
dent of the United States to issue such 
documents in a secular 
whose constitution had retired 
gods trom thp republic. 

Our campaign must never cease un 
til the magnificent temples and gorge- 
ous cathedrals of the priesthood now 
I thau one billion of 




It took millions of years to fit ana 
prepare this planet for the home and 
habitation of man, and it has taken 

struggle and effort, of tears and bit 
to establish this republic, the onlj 
spot on earth where life Is wortth the 
struggle for existence, and our 
palgn must never cease until the stars 
and stripes wave proudly In trlumpl 
over a nation happy and free, and com 
pletely emancipated from t..e galllnt 
yoke of priestly tyranny. 

In past ages of the r'.i man] 
* great deliverances of humanity bavi 
been wrought on the bloody fields c. 
war, but history furnishes no paralle, 
in war of such a mighty deliveranc< 
cf humanity as we will achieve If wi 
drive the priesthood out of the tempi 
of liberty. 

Nine of the triumphs on sanguluar. 
f elds cf struggle will be so consecra 
fed bj the tratitude of future ages e 
ic :.r> will be if you effect . 



i char 



s ate. 



i i instorj will award to t I 
:i>ts cf the -Un.tcd States tt 
uent cuor, the lmmorta 
rj of r.aving preserved, purLe 
«iid saved from destruction this grea 
republic, the last, the best and th 
only hope cf man. 

I wish I had the powo- to linpres 
you and through jron the love** cf nu 
manlty throughout t e world with t 
Keen and burning sense of the Imp - 
tana- of the work in whlc . wt *r 

I speak to you the language of sot. 
erness and truth when I say to )< i 
that the Republic of Paine and Jeffe 



if li 



1 into a 



by infallible popes and priests and 
the religion of supernaturaiism the 
hope.of humanity will be blasted fo: 
a thousand years, and if this calamlt; 
s.culd ever overtake the people cf thl 
republic it would be far better if aonii 
imprisoned force, some blind Sampsoi 
would, seize the pillars wiich suppor 
the universe and plunge the whoh 
fabric Into chaos, for In that event i 
new world might be evolved, not 
cursed by the withering touch or (hi 
blighting mildew or an orthodox 



If we would fully appreciate the sit 
preme Importance of a complete 
Reparation of church and state; if wt 
would fully comprehend t e awfu 
fate that awaits our republic If t i 
priests of Jehovah succeed in Unit 
* designs, we must read the history ol 
Palestine and Scotland, of Russia am: 
Italy, of New England in her earl' 



i, and the conquests of Peru and 
Mexico. « 

These are the darkest, the foulest 
the saddest records In the history of 
.worlil. wet with tears as we turn 
over pare after page of these In 
'n nu his annals, of crime and agony, of 
ears ami blood. 

Let us. therefore, renew our vows 
ncrease our devotion to tye stainless 
flag of Rationalism; It stands for all 
that Is good and pure In the Hfe of 
and nations. 

has never been stained with blood 
wet with (ears; let us expend 
freely of our time, our money and our 
I have faith In the Amelcan people; 
do not believe that they will ever 
lubmit t p be governed by priests like 
he Russians and Spaniards. 

Liberty is too deeply imbedded In 
he. American heart to be surrendered 
to popes and priests; It was born on 
thla continent only a little over a nun- 
yean ago, and k was then the 
Droud boast of King George and his 
tests t.iat they would strangle the 
ung child to death In Its cradle. 
But these proud boasts of King 
"reorge and his priests were dissipated 
Paine and Jefferson and by the lm 
mortal Washington on the blood j 
:elds of the Revolution. ' 

This child called liberty, born on 
New Englands rock coasts only a Ilttl. 
aore than a century ago, has grown to 
>e a mighty giant in the United States, 
nd It would require the combined 
irmies of all the priests of christen 
lorn to crush It under L.e juggernaut 
jf a state religion. 



Liberty will live and extend he 

>f a mighty tree; she will finally bless 
ill the nations of the earth and rhe 
priests of Jehovah will finally be con 
ilgned to graves cj eternal oblivion. 

It 1* a law of Nature that ewrj 
hing out of harmony with its environ 
-nent must perish from the earth and 
he priest-ood, holy books and dlvlnf 
evelations arc no exception to thr 
;ule; they no longer have any stand 
• ng In the court of reason, and we art 
row standing by their death bed 
vatcbing the throes and struggles of • 
nighty dissolution. 

The same inexorable fate has ovet 
aken all the gods and priests in past 
iges of the world; Odin and Thor and 
rir priests no longer rule the na 
lens of the- far north; Bran ma hat 
forever vacated his throne and hi* 
oriests have turned to ashes long ago; 
>slrs and Isis lie buried In the hot 
?ands of Egyptian deserts; the priests 
longer assemble at Delpiil to Inter- 
net the will of the gods on Mount 
tire thui 
fo longer hurled from heal 
irlests no longer enslave 
daughters of men. The terrific thun- 
Jers of Slnat will soon be hushed for- 
ever and the heartless priests of Jeho- 
vah will mingle their dust with that 
run of Ucds and priests who lie bu- 
led on the shores of the Mediterrajt) 
>an and In the valleys of the Tiber, 
he Euphrates, the Ganges and CM 
Nile. 

History does not repeat Itself, fa 
n the organic . Islory of the earth* w 
earn tnat as fa*t as the lower orde; 
f plants and animals die out they are 
epjaced by higher forms, and the 
aire is true of man and his Instltu- 
ions. and for this reason we now 
now to a positive certainty that the 
je of gods and devils and priests Is 
ipldly drawing to a close. 
Reason nas now uawned and wh 
ason sits upon the throne all godf 
id devils and priests must forevet 
Isappear. 

he Mes:iolc age of the world we 
I age of flying monsters and hid • 
I i i:i's. but that age ..as u nc forevn 
■J can never re' urn again, becaust 
e have a new envlronnv nt ha( }i 



" ".' mmm 

aven •Sirrfltt gRfa 1 

the son* ami mighty 



*a 111 e manner we are no*', at abou 

e close of a long age of ignorance cl 
itural law which tiled the ea-th with 

enstrcus gods, de. lis and prl sts. 
ut the new environment of science 
ai reason will exterminate them m= 
irely as the changed c< ndltlons de- 
frayed the flying monsters and bide 

is reptiles of the Mesosolc age. 

This la nature; this is science; this 
; fact and we have net. lng to fear in 
he future. 

I rejoice to tell thla Lamed conven 
on of grand men and ncble women 
..it supernaturaiism is rapidly dying, 
nd that we are In the bright morning 
f the blessed and glorious era of Ra 



wild, ferocious and savage men, and 
was the operation of this same Is 
that it process of time transformed 0 
savage ancestors Into barbarians, at 
these in turn after the lapse of mat 
ages into partially civilized men on 
few favored arots of earth. 

This same everlasting law that di- 
versified t ,.e surface of the earth with 
mountains, rivers end seas, and clou, 
ed It with plants ar>d forests and flow 
era and peopled It with myriad forms 
of animals and men. is constantly 

strengthening the moral sense, expand- 
iderstandlng and on II*. ten 
lng the reason, and as sure as thr 
night follows the day. Just so sure will 
the priests of supernaturaiism alsa k 
pear from all civilized nations, and all 
the gods and devils of our savage and 
barbarous ancestors will vacate this 
beautiful earth forever. 

The dark and blood* reign of 
will soon be forever past, and let ue 
never cease to revere the memory of 
the Ingersolla and palnes, the Brum 
and Drapers, the Volneys and Vol 
talres. the Spinozas and Heckels, tht- 
Uarwin*. the Huxleys and the iyr 
dais. 

Good men and good women wll 
never agatn be flayed alive; they wll 
never again be reduced to pshfs b; 
flame ^and fagot; t.;elr eyes villi neve 
'gain be torn from their socket*; th 
-xoans and agonies of that vast multi 
lude cf grand men and noble women 
who have in a thousand ways beer 
tormented and tortured to death b; 
the priesthood, will never again fll 
'he earth with horror; It Is Imposst 
Me for history to repeat itself. 

The flying monBters thai 
swarmed in the air and the 
r ptlles that once covered I i 
luring the Mesozolc age are <r< he for 
ever, and now that the sun of actei 
and reason are filling the world v> 
tight, we may confidently amrm t 
gods and devil* and the priest* of 
ealed religion will soon disappear i 
cease to ctirse the earth forever. 

When thlR glorious era Is mil} u 
ered In, our earth will become a pa 
ful and happy home Tor the whole 
man race, and men and w< men ; 
c .lldren will sing praises to (ciei 
ind reason far sweeter thau Keet 
•ns Symphonies; the while wc 
a 111 be filled with rocked buflt t( 
pies dedicated to justice, to librty, 
humanity, and to the got d, tie bea 
ful and the true, and In the 3 1 1st ol 
this most marvelous clviUzaiicji made 
possible by the death of taj priest 
hood will break forth an universal 
.hi:/ - in cf joy that will reverberate 
id the w..ole circumference of the 
like the chimes of tei 
bells hung in the 



GOD NEVER SAID A 




(From Liberal Review.! 
'roud stood the cities of the a 

Their stately fanes t 
O'er all that wealth and cultur.- 
And that's sacred to the eye) 
But "midst their solemn p a?e 

The slumbering earthquake stirred. 
And wreck and fire and death were 
theirs — 
God never said a word L 

T..e typhoon rpBe and a tidal v*ve 
Swept over a city grand, *> 

And thousands sank in a watei* grave 
Praying with uplifted hand; 

Jweet babes were snatched frtm lov- 
ing arms. 
The shrieks cf mot. era were heard 
nd prayers were bleat with th 



God never said a word 

iVhen across the earth stalks famin 
dread, 

And pitiless pestilence relt' .s, 
itnd ghastly ejis of the uptur ; nd dead 

Reveal to Heaven their pain*; 
a h.-n nations ciash In coved us wars, 
And the eart.: with bKod I* blurred, 
Is lost in •< 



The civilized world will soon bid 
farewell forever to gods and prit 
ind devils and to all revealed religions 
vhlch had their origin In the dens am 
laves of Ignorance during the lom 
md bloody night of our savage and 
larbcrous ancestors. 

That this is not an idle dream I need 
mly remind you that the law cf Evo- 
uticn la eternal and unbreakable; It 
was t Is law working through a begin 
ilngless past that laid down the stoney 
foundation of the earth and clothed It 
vlth an infinite diversity of charming 
scenery; It was this law that stocked 
he earth with an endless variety M 
trees and plantts and with myriads of 
mitral forms. 
It was the working of this tireless 
w thai peopled the earth and all the 
ei of the sea with numerous races of 



Gvd never 6 a>s a word. 

vVhen nations sunken in sclflxh greed. 
Their kindred starve— t e savagi 
•lay. 

When frantic faith that crouches in 
creed. 

Stabs IU victims, e'en as they pray; 
■Vhen dlff'rence of race, and ebmee 
belief, 

The massacre foul have lm lined, 
ind the Innocent cry to Heaven 
Brief, 

Gcd never says a word. 



for mercy and juslice hen 
But whether they pray or r 
die. 

Whatever their trust or fe 
Vere I the great Ocd. and he 

No matter how men have e 
Were It trine to help In calamlt: 

'd certainly say some w< t 
— BV J. B. WILSON 



J. N. Brown. 
Ike you In your feeling* towarfi l>r 
Wilson and but for his pr 
duties wfe would 
of him la our 



CLERGY 

GAINS MORE POWER 

When the People Are Ignorant While 
Religious Liberty and Pol tical 
Freedom Must Always Go 
Hand In Hand. 



DEFENDS BLADE'S COURSE 

AGAINST ITS CRITICS. 

(BY H. T. AHBRNS) 
It is a sorry sight to observe how 
some of your readers find fault will 
he reading your paper offers. 1 cai 
conceive how a Freethinker, whom 
person would naturally expect to be of 
a broad mind and tolerant views, can 
?nergy to extend over the priest rid- 
den earth, the Joys and blessings of 
science, free thought and reason. 
Let ua make this beautiful earth 

cles of political reform. 

I realize that your paper is a free- 
bought publication, established and 
naintalned to pre claim truth and prog- 
ress of the i.uman race. A person 
*ould be very dull not to be able tn 
liscern. that political progress 
religious reform go hand In hand. 
~annot expect progressive thought ami 
lelf-reliance from an enslavtd peopli 
Present conditions certainly tend t 
rbridge a large part of the citizens r 
his country, the right to life, and a 
existence such as a hurrirn" of this 
period should have. 

As a result of wealth centralizing in 
the hand of a fe*. t..e middle class is 
fast losing ground, and is being pusheii 
into the ranks of the poor. Poverty 
does not further progress — poverty, 
as a rule is the mother of Ignorance; 
and you and your readers will admit, 
that ignorance Is the foundation of the 
christian church — "the more ignorant 
the people the more powerful 
clergy and the churc.i." Let us Btrive 
for a more Just economic system; to 
replace the present one^ — a system 



pulous persci 



of I 



rial resources of this coun 
thereby degrading the prcc 
actual serfdom. No one will deny 
that this system does not give the pr 
Jucer the full benefit of Mis labor. L 
us replace this present system with 

ust economic system— a aystem which 

vill not admit the few to burden 
many and exact tribute In the shape of 

'profit, rent and interest" let us strive 
fcr a aystem which will reward the 
worker with the full value of his crea- 
tion and not rob him as this system 
Joes— give the worker one tenth and 
the captains nlne-tentns. 

1 he priest system degrade* the rich 
by overliving, and degrades and ruins 

he producer by underllving. 
.vorker w .o Is so fortunate as to 
omployment, is worked bard and long 
hours, too tired at night to enjoy and 
improve life by reading or attending 

hought-creatlug lectures. This sys- 
tem puts him on a par with the ma- 
chine which he is .feeding. How can 
ve look for intellectual progress from 
i human being living under such con 
JltionsT Still this la th* lot of mil 
lions of citizens of this republic, and 
hundreds cf thousands of intellects 
w. ich under a Just system would shine 
is artists and scientists, and give 
jrlghtness and lustre to this world, 
ire Irredeemably smothered and lost 
to humanity, as the present system 

Itg unjust conditions offer 
• :nce for advancement to the wage 

lave of today. The present Bysten: 
akes cowards and hypocrites out of 

he mercantile and professional clam; 

hey, for the sake of patronage, clients 
ind customers, lie at the feet cf the 
v-pilct, keeping op churches and 
naking each other believe that they 

re zralous In t. e cause of the church 

nd pulpit. We must admit that li 
-hurchanity was eliminated the true 

' lis* iii. would be very scarce aua far 

etween. 

T ere is nothing which Is feared 
n< re than poverty— Poverty or the 
."ear of poverty Is the incentive to 
sommlt crime. It impels the captain 
f Industry to bribe legislators, and 
Is counterpart the foot-pad to hold ui 
Is victim at the point of the gun; It 
causes the adulteration of foods snd 
■ven medicines; it keeps t. e saloon 
weeper beh|nd the bar; it Impels tne 
*ood Cbriatian to vote for the contin- 
uation of the rum traffic; It jausee 
.'al.elsm in the ranks of the Wgal and 
nedical fraternities. In short. It keeps 
he common workers in degraddticn 
nd Ignorance, and makes cringing 
-owards and hypi-critts of the profea- 
itual and merchant class. Along 
economic lines humanity has evoluted 
from slavery to freedom then to wage 
rker (which Is only another name 
■ a serf). Humanity has dlscardei 
slavery and serfdom, and t ie time Is 
not very distant when wageslavery 
will be abandmed. Under the new 
*ys'em humanity will step forth a new 
belag unfettered *nd uncoerced. The 
producer will then not have to beg to 
illowed to work. There will be 
; for all and the_ worker will re 
celve all be create* or the equlvolent 



thereof. Those who no* ehe* out 

miserable and degraded existence w 
under the new system have a chance 
frfr advancement, and let the true na- 
ture cf the human come uppermost. 
Humanity la on t e eve of Its emanci- 
pation from Industrial Berfdom; as a 
consequence we will see the abolish- 
ment of sham and hypocrlcy; and the 
tntraiice upon on era of material and 
mutual advancement such as the world 
never witnessed. 

I beg you, do not let the narrow- 
minded and short-visloned readers In- 
fluence you to deny space to articles of 
political reform, u*t us as freethlnk 
ers hew to the line /fegardleB» where 
the chips may fall. 



SELECTED AND 

ORIGINAL POEMS 



DEFENDER OF TRUTH. 

(By Aron De Witt) 
Theories which thousands cherish 
I'ass like clouds that sweep the sky; 
breeds and dogmas all must perish. 
Truth Itself can never die. 

.Ike t..e glorious light above her, 
dhe has shed her beams on eartu; 
hat the souls who truly love her, 
.lay become the men of worth. 

Vi.rldlngs, blindly may refuse her, 
lose their eyes and call it night; 
'.earned scoffers may abuse her. 
But they cannot quench her light. 

hrones may totter, empires c -jle, 
All t. elr glory cease to be; 
But the truth will crown the humble 
And from bondage set them free. 

Men like Wlleon will defend her. 
Krcm the fury of her foe; 
Till blie in her natural splendor, 
SU s enthroned o'er all below. 

Note— This original poem was writ 
ten commendatory of Dr. Wilson'* 

Rome Book— Ed. 



8IXTY-SBVEN TODAY. 

December 13 th, 19W. 
Mrs. Josephine K. Henry, 

Versatile*, Ky. 

Dear Friend:— 
I'm sixty-seven today my friend and 

stranded cu a shore, 
Where the light of reason never 

shines t .rtj superstitions door; 
My neighbors "Beasts of 4 mudd> 
brain" thru ftiestly rule in youth, 
They never read from Scieaco know 

not the light of Truth. 
"Dumb driven cattle" of the cross < 

that Phallic symbol old 
That bleeds them cf their coin thru 

life and when the body's cold. 

Just sixty-seven today, my friend, and 

still I'm In the tig ' . 
Gainst the Holy Ghost'' and virgin 
birth, and "God" thats out of sight 
• m on the line Truth firing gainst all 

the criminals teach, 
The plastic minds of children thru the 

sermons that they preach. 
Itn fighting down tit Bible that's held 

a fetich still. 
By those whose minds were moulded 

in superstitions mill. 

Just sixty -se» en today my friend, pre 

pared to meet the fate 
That Nature has reserved for all. the 

lowly and the great. 
How futil prayer to a phantom r 
when Nature calls out "tim< 
;.lrd and rep: lie all laid lo»/ as well 

frienbs of mine. 
Uiiut ti olB these mortals be" thes» 
days when Science points the way 
To a perfect rest tn the future — obliv- 
ions lasting day 

ALBERT JOHNSON, Atheist. 
Note. — As will be observed t ..1s is 
the author's method of writing to Mrs. 
Henry.— Ed. 



Oh, Mother Eve, we'd fain behoy,, 
there Is. soma spite work lurking. 
Because they never caught you In a 

waist with open working. 
We will admit your garb was in the 

na'ure cf a hummer. 
But still feu never wore a shrlnky 

bathing suit In summer. 
Tou wouldn't do for Horse 8how 

weeks, but still there is no reason 
That you could not make quite a hit 

In any opera season. 
Note — The above poem was written 
consequent upon the refusal to admit 
Mark Twaln'B book. "Eve's Diary." to 
the public library at Worcester, Mass. 



ECHOES OF THE 

GRAPSEY CASE 

According To Episcopal Notions He 
Was All Right But Should Have 
Kept His Mouth Shut— Silent 



EVE : HER DIARY. 

By Walter A. Sinclair. 
The Diary of Mother Eve. as writ b> 

Sammy Clemens, 
In good old Massachusetts has. been 

handed sundry lemons. 
The Deaconess Inspected It, although 

with proper blushing. 
The Deacon didn't acorn to look, al- 

tnough he kept "tusih-tushing." 
They put it on the topmost shelf, nor 

told what made them do 
Excot they banished Eve 
chey didn't like her 



Is the reason why tb< 
blushing fol'.s suspend her 
Our sympathy's with Eve, and now we 

hasten to ueiend her. 
Altitough she is not shown to wear a 

ccstume you would call dress^ 
She never made her debut In a d'ecol- 

letty ball dress, 
And while blue-nosed New England 
finds the pictures of her shocking, 
Thoy can't complain that Eve had 
flashed a saucy screen door stock- 



(BY J. G. A. DA VIES. M D.) 
I was looking for much more 
matter in the Journals on t. e Crapsey 
muddle It was due the public to have 
in exhaustive treatment of the situa- 
tion from historical and philosophical 
and sociological points of view. It Is 
not yet too late, and I would like to 
yield my contribution in several short 

(.) The significance of the semi- 
secrecy of the ceremony of deposition 
was enUrely lost sight of, for the rea- 
son, as I presume, that nobody was 
acquainted with it. In a country like 
England where Btatus of "churc.i and 
state" is yet in existence, the cere- 
mony need net be veiled In any way. 
In this and most other republics it is 
criminal and actionable. The ver- 
trial Itself in the recent case would 
have been actionable at civil law were 
It not for that fact of Its acceptance 
by Dr. Crapsey himself. The great 
trial cf tha Bev. Henry Ward Beecher 
was exactly of the same category. At 
Lhe end cf the proceedings the de- 
fendant's consent expired, and the 
sentence cf degradation w.ich Is a 
remnant of old Toryism, had to be 
within Star Chamber in order to be 
non -actionable. People interested In 
the prosecution may be brazen enough 
to contradict this fact: Ecclesiastics 
have, from at! history, asserted any. 
thing and denied anything, Just as It 
suits them. I pay no attention to any- 
thing they may say. 

I.) Colenao beat the ecoieataettcs 
at the final bout Deluxe the .ious* n( 
I., ids In the fiO's In spite o 
voteor-W 1 
wanted an appeal to something higher, 
but the church shut off his march to- 
ward It. Then ne was forced to ap- 
peal to American freemen, and I hope 
he will make good use of his present 
privllegea. for they are far superior to 
my afforded by the House of Lords. 

3.) I was conversing lately with a 
lady enthusiast, u Mrs Wfcrren, wlt.i 
an Episcopalian badge. We. argued 
he me: Its pro and con of the CTtfSfff 
case. She was scholar and historian 
enough to make fair controversy avail- 
able. She had to admit almost every 
point I urged until we arrived at the 
very act of Dr. Crapsey in giving ex- 
pression to his views; then she spoke 
with the incisive sentence, "He should 
have kept his mouU shut." "Now 
you have said It," I replied; 
that Is the whole thing in a nut- 
shell." The extra Intelligent are 
ready to allow the existence of the 
esoteric and exoteric running parallel 
within the ecclesiastical bodies 
throughout the ages, the former L.e 
consciousness of the priest and the 
latter the blind belief of .the catechu- 
mens and the laity. In confidential 
chats with Roman Catholic priests I 
have heard the admission of It made, 
ind we find plain traces of It In th. 
New Testament. The point made by 
t.e bright-minded lady was that Dr. 
Crapsey had no right to expose the 
esoteric to the laity, supposing he 
were strictly correct ss to facts. It is 
my belief that the American public is 
prepared already to hear and Judge 
and unravel any of the esoteric dogmas 
and for any one to Insinuatte that the 
American citizens should be herded, 
oegro llke, in an intellectual corral, Is 
in anachronistic effrontery. 

(4) The ecclesiastics in the Crapsey 
case took pains to show tbat.L.ey had 
no animus In the prosecution and that 
the action did not involve any perse- 
cution whatever Did they bellevo 
that? If so, they were ridiculously 
»elf-dece!ved. But I do not consider 
that they could be self-deceived ( for I 
five them credit for Intelligence. Bs- 
prltdu-corpi among ecclesiastics leads 
most unerringly toward persecution, 
nnd the Episcopalians* and Roman 
Catholics are not the only bodies to 
have the proclivity. The feelings of 
Cose who are carried away wltht this 
esprlt-du-ccrps. if made to appear in 
their cruel nudity, would have a ter- 
rifying effect cn us. They are the 
vilest fo-ms ol cogitation* of the hu- 
man mind, and allied to murder. 



T. Perkins— If Voney does Im- 
prove with age your words of praise 
There now. 



